
 



Low Sunday            27 April 2025 

Welcome to the Oratory of Saints Gregory and Augustine 
The Oratory of Saints Gregory and Augustine is pleased to welcome you. We are an apostolate of the Archdiocese of Saint Louis faithful to 
the teachings of the Church and striving to grow as a family of faith through the celebration of the Traditional Latin Mass and other 
Sacraments.    
 

In the First Book of The Confessions, the other great St. Augustine (of Hippo) wrote the following: “Thou hast made us for Thyself and our 
hearts are restless until they find rest in Thee.” Whether you are curious about the traditional Latin Mass and interested in exploring its 
beauty, searching for a parish community where you and your family will feel at home, or seeking rest for your heart, we hope that the Oratory 
of Saints Gregory and Augustine can provide that respite for you. 
 

Our bulletin serves to provide information about the weekly activities occurring here at the Oratory.  Along with our website 
(www.stlouislatinmass.com), the bulletin is your point of contact with the ever-increasing activities at the Oratory. I hope this will give you 
some sense of the grace of God, the love of Jesus Christ, and work of the Holy Spirit in our midst. I am delighted that God has brought you 
here! Oremus pro invicem! 
—The Very Reverend Monsignor C. Eugene Morris, Rector 
 

MASS AND SACRAMENTS 
Sunday Masses 
 6:30 am (Low Mass) 
 8:00 am (Low Mass) 
 10:00 am (High Mass) 

 

Weekday Masses 
 Monday thru Friday: 6:30 am & 12:15 pm 
 First Friday: 6:30 pm 
 Saturday: 8:15 am 

 

Confession 
 Sunday: 7:00 -7:45 am; 9:00 am – 10:30 am  
 Monday thru Friday: 11:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 Wednesday: 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
 First Friday: 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
 Saturday: 7:00 am – 8:00 am 

 

Divine Office 
 Sunday: Prime @ 7:20 am; Terce @ 9:40 am; 

Vespers @ 2:30 pm 
 Monday: Vespers @ 6 pm; Compline @ 6:30 pm 
 Tuesday & Thursday: Compline @ 6:30 pm 
 Wednesday: Vespers @ 6 pm; Compline @ 6:30 

pm  
 

Infant Baptism – Baptisms are normally scheduled on 
the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Saturdays of the month beginning at 
10:00 am.  Families expecting newborns and 
anticipating that they will be baptized here at the 
Oratory should schedule their baptism at the earliest 
convenience by contacting the Oratory office. 
 

Adult Baptism – If you are interested in becoming 
Catholic or if you are an adult Catholic not yet 
confirmed, please contact the Oratory office for more 
information about adult catechesis. 
 

Matrimony – Please contact the Oratory office at least 
six months prior to the desired date for the rite of 
marriage.  The date is reserved after consultation and 
confirmation from the Rector of the Oratory. 
 

Extreme Unction/Visitation of the Sick – Contact the 
Oratory to arrange the sacrament either at home or in 
the hospital. 

STAFF/ORGANIZATIONS 
 Rector: Msgr. C. Eugene Morris 

rector@oratorysga.org  
 Vice-Rector: Fr. Michael Rennier  

vicerector@oratorysga.org 
 Deacon: Deacon Steve Pieper, MD 

deacon@oratorysga.org 
 Administrative Assistant: Donna Mueller 

office@oratorysga.org  
 Facilities Manager: Ben Schubert 

facilities@oratorysga.org  
 Auxiliatrix: Anna Kalinowski 

auxiliatrix@oratorysga.org   
 Oratory Co-Op: 

co-op@oratorysga.org 
 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD): 

ccd@oratorysga.org 
 Altar servers: 

servers@oratorysga.org  
 Altar and Rosary Society: 

altarandrosary@oratorysga.org 
 Knights of Columbus: 

kofc17355@oratorysga.org  
 Troops of Saint George: 

tsg@oratorysga.org  
 Oratory Schola: 

 schola@oratorysga.org 
 Choir: 

 choir@oratorysga.org 
 Young Adults:  

youngadults@oratorysga.org 
 Oratory Events: 

events@oratorysga.org  
 Almonry of Ss. Gregory & Augustine: 

almonry@oratorysga.org  
 Online Giving: 

https://www.osvhub.com/st-louis-latin-mass 
 

CONTACT US 
314-644-2144 / stlouislatinmass.com 
7230 Dale Avenue, Richmond Heights, MO 63117
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FROM THE RECTOR  
The world is constantly upon financial and governmental systems to help achieve lasting peace.  In our current cultural 
climate, it is commonly accepted that the greatest obstacle to peace is religion, specifically the Catholic Church.  Of 
course this is not true. In fact, there is no true peace unless it comes from Christ and explicitly involves Christ.  So too, the 
beloved spouse of Christ, Holy Mother the Church, must take an active role in the transformation of society and culture to 
continue the peace that the Cross has given us. The peace that the Lord offers the disciples in the Gospel today is born 
from the new life He has gained for us on the cross. This peace, true peace, is not mere resignation or apathy that accepts 
the status quo as a means to quell discord. The peace that Our Savior brings has been purchased by His broken body and 
sealed in His Precious Blood. This is why His peace is everlasting and the only source to truly transform society and culture. 
Even now, wars are waging and the world watches as nations use violence to resolve conflict.  Our own country is divided 
and violent, always on the brink of serious social upheaval and discord. Regardless of where we live, we are impacted by 
this violence and we pray for an end to violence in the world. As we strive for peace among nations we must also work on 
the peace of Christ in our own hearts and lives. We must be men and women of authentic peace that comes from faith in 
the Risen Christ. There can be no doubts about His glorious Resurrection that would impede our trust in the Lord.  Through 
our own lives of faith, clinging to Christ above all things we can be instruments of Christ’s peace to each other.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
Sunday, 27 April:  

 Prime @ 7:20 am 
 Terce @ 9:40 am  
 Jones Baptism @ 12:30  
 Vespers @ 2:30 pm  
 Fiumara/Corbalis Wedding Rehearsal @ 5:00 pm 

 

Monday, 28 April:  
 Fiumara/Corbalis Wedding @ 2:00 pm 
 Vespers @ 6:00 pm 
 Compline @ 6:30 pm  

 

Tuesday, 29 April:   
 Compline @ 6:30 pm  
 Choir practice @ 7:00 pm 

 

Wednesday, 30 April:   
 Holy Hour/Confessions @ 5:00 pm 
 Vespers @ 6:00 pm 
 Compline @ 6:30 pm  

 

Thursday, 1 May:   
 Henry/Anderson Wedding Rehearsal @ 4:00 pm 
 Priests’ Holy Hour @ 6:00 pm 
 Compline @ 6:30 pm  

 

Friday, 2 May: First Friday 
 Church cleaning @ 1:30 pm 
 Confessions @ 5:00 pm 
 Holy Mass @ 6:30 pm 
 Young Adults @ 7:30 pm 

 

Saturday, 3 May:   
 May Crowning @ 9:00 am 
 Henry/Anderson Wedding @ 2:00 pm 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
PILGRIM VIRGIN MARY STATUE 2025 
04/06-04/13  Kelly 04/13-04/20 Jones 
04/20-04/27  Holman  04/27-05/04 Carapella 

05/04-05/11 Cook 05/11-05/18  Hayward 
05/18-05/25  Fowler 05/25-06/01  Blum 
06/01-06/08 Wisniewski 06/08-06/15  Catalano 
06/15-06/22 Kenney 06/22-06/29 Raymond 
06/29-07/06 Hayes   07/06-07/13  Schuette 
07/13-07/20 Filla  07/20-07/27 Petrick  
 

Drop off and pick up the statue in the vestibule (back 
of church). Place the statue bag on the floor to left of 
the Oratory table. To join or to quit the schedule 
contact Sharon Alexander saalexa@sbcglobal.net 
+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, 28 April – St. Mark (transferred from 25 April) 

6:30 am: Rev. John C. Deken (d) 
12:15 pm: Anthony & Colleen Cucchisi (d) 

 

Tuesday, 29 April – St. Peter, martyr 
6:30 am: Rev. John C. Deken (d) 
12:15 pm: Barbara Morgan (d) 

 

Wednesday, 30 April – St. Catherine of Siena 
6:30 am: Rev. John C. Deken (d) 
12:15 pm: Joseph Cucchisi (d) 

 

Thursday, 1 May – Sts. Philip and James 
6:30 am: Joseph Ley (d) 
12:15 pm: John Sevigny (d) 

 

Friday, 2 May – St. Athanasius 
6:30 am: James Joseph Sweeney (d) 
12:15 pm: Daniel Utley (d) 
6:30 pm: Rich Niles (d) 

 

Saturday, 3 May – Finding of the Holy Cross 
 8:15 am: Stephan & Anna Otto (d) 
 

Sunday, 4 May – 2nd Sunday after Easter  
6:30 am: Pro Populo 
8:00 am: Sharon Leonard 
10:00 am: Ronald T. Stuckel (d)
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IN THANKSGIVING 
A profound word of gratitude to everyone who assisted 
in making our celebration of Lent, the Sacred Triduum 
and Easter Sunday truly beautiful gifts of praise to God. 
For all those who assisted in veiling our statues and 
preparing the Altar of Repose; for the musicians, men 
and women’s scholas and the choir; for the servers, 
Masters of Ceremony; the Head Sacristan and those 
who assisted him; the sacred ministers who assisted 
as deacon and subdeacon; for those who helped clean 
the Church and the Knights of Columbus for their work 
as ushers. May God reward your generosity! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
FIRST CONFESSION 
On Saturday, 12 April 2025, 19 young people of the 
Oratory of Ss. Gregory & Augustine received their First 
Confession.  I am grateful to their teachers in preparing 
them well and to Jake and Terri Fowler for their 
leadership of our CCD Program.  Please continue to 
pray for all our young people enrolled in the CCD 
program here at the Oratory especially those preparing 
for Confirmation and First Holy Communion. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
SUMMER SCHEDULE 
While this is several months away, to allow the faithful 
of the Oratory to plan accordingly, the Oratory will 
again implement the summer schedule.  Beginning on 
Tuesday, 1 July 2025 and concluding on Thursday, 14 
August 2025 the Oratory will have one daily Holy Mass 
at 12:15 pm with Confessions at 11:00 am.  The 
Saturday and Sunday schedules will remain the 
same.  The offices hours during this time will be 
Monday through Thursday from 8:00 am until 2:30 
pm.  The offices will be closed on Fridays. In order 
to assist the priests and the staff, please do not 
anticipate any parish business on Fridays. These 
scheduling changes allow the priests of the Oratory to 
take vacation and more importantly to make their 
canonical retreats.  So too, the changed office hours 
will allow our dedicated staff time for vacation. As 
we move closer to the month of July, more information 
will be provided. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
THE COMMUNION RAIL 
In recent weeks there have been several incidents 
where the faithful have fallen from the communion rail 
after receiving Holy Communion. The severity of the 
injuries has varied, but sadly this has occurred far too 
often. I would ask everyone to be attentive to the step 
up AND down at the communion rail. Please be aware 
of those with any mobility issues and assist them if no 
ushers are present.  If you bring someone new to the 
Oratory for Holy Mass, please remind them of the step 
at the communion rail or if you see someone 

struggling, please assist them.  If the community is 
more cognizant of this at the time of communion it is 
hoped that the accidents can cease.  Please pray for 
those who have fallen, especially for a swift recovery 
from their injuries. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
EASTER EGG HUNT 
Please join us for an Easter Egg Hunt on Low Sunday, 
27 April after the 10:00 am Holy Mass.  The easter egg 
hunt will take place on the school playground.  There is 
no admission fee and all ages are welcome. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
GIRLS' GUILD SALE OF HAND-PAINTED 
DECORATIVE EGGS AND BAKED GOODS 
The Our Lady of Walsingham Girls' Guild will hold an 
Easter bake-sale following the 10 am Mass on 
Sunday, 27 April. In addition to baked goods, the girls 
will also be selling hand-painted decorative eggs for 
use as Easter decorations at home (goose, quail, and 
chicken available). Look for the station between the 
church and the school or in the St. Joseph Room in the 
event of rain. All proceeds go to future Girls' Guild 
activities. Cash and Venmo accepted.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
CHANT CAMP 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish (in Saint Charles 
county) is hosting a weeklong Chant Camp for 
elementary and high school students. We are pleased 
to have the instruction of Mr. Jeffrey Wisniewski, 
Director of Music at Kendrick-Glennon Seminary, and 
his wife Wendy. The camp will run from 16 – 20 June, 
with a cost of $60 per student (family discount 
available). Please find more information and 
registration at ChantCampSTL.com. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
BIRTHRIGHT MOTHER’S DAY CARDS 
Birthright of Hillsboro has provided us with Mother’s 
Day cards.  Please feel free to take as many as you 
need for the mothers in your life.  For more than 40 
years, Birthright of Hillsboro has offered free, 
confidential help to the mothers in our community.  
They need funds to continue the work of ministering to 
pregnant mothers, easing the burdens of those faced 
with an unexpected pregnancy, pledge funds toward 
rent and utilities and helping provide the essentials for 
children under the age of 3.  Please consider 
supporting Birthright as you honor the special mothers 
in your life this Mother’s Day.  Please also consider 
donating to their ministry.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE 
The Oratory’s communication committee is looking to 
expand to better meet the needs of our growing 
community. If you are interested in joining the 
committee and are comfortable working with social 
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media, photo and video, or if you are interested in 
learning more, please email Msgr. Morris at 
rector@oratorysga.org. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
VITA COMMUNIS 
The Young Adult Group of Ss. Gregory and Augustine is 
always welcoming new members. To receive email 
communications regarding events for young adults 
18+, please email your name and phone number to 
youngadults@oratorysga.org. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
WHAT ARE STOLE FEES? 
It is customary in the Catholic Church for the provision 
of the clergy to offer “stole fees,” at baptisms, 
weddings, funerals, or the blessing of homes. These 
stipends form a part of the compensation for the 
clergy. Most priests don’t want to sound greedy or 
ungrateful, so stole fees are not often mentioned or 
taught about, but because people are not aware of 
them, the faithful usually find it helpful to learn that 
they do exist (and that the priests are grateful for your 
generosity!). 
 
These fees are not obligatory but are given as a sign of 
appreciation and support for the clergy's work. The 
Catholic Church emphasizes that these fees should 
not be seen as payment for sacraments, which are free 
gifts of God. The clergy at the Oratory are particularly 
keen to make clear that no one who asks for a 
sacrament will ever be denied for lack of a stole fee. 
 
In our archdiocese, there are suggested amounts that 
people usually give, and that information will be 
shared with you by the office when the event is 
scheduled. Thank you! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
ORATORY PILGRIMAGE 
Throughout history, the Church’s faithful have taken 
Jubilee years to make pilgrimages to Rome in order to 
visit the major basilicas, walk through the Holy Doors, 
and gain the Jubilee Indulgence.  Msgr. Morris will be 
leading a Jubilee Pilgrimage to Rome October 6th-16th, 
2025. The fully-guided pilgrimage will include daily 
Latin Mass, time for prayer, and an itinerary of some of 
Rome’s greatest sites, as well as a few hidden 
treasures. There is also a day trip to Monte Cassino. 
For more information, please see the flyers in the 
magazine holders at each of the church entryways or 
email Anna Kalinowski at auxiliatrix@oratorysga.org.    

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
JUBILEE YEAR INFORMATION 
The Jubilee Year of 2025, which began on 24 
December, 2024 and runs until 6 January 2026, offers 
the faithful many opportunities to obtain the Jubilee 
Indulgence. Local designated pilgrimage sites are as 

follows:  The Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis (New 
Cathedral), The Basilica of St. Louis, King of France 
(Old Cathedral), Holy Spirit Adoration Sisters (St. 
Louis), The Carmel of St. Joseph (St. Louis), St. Mary’s 
of the Barrens National Shrine of the Miraculous Medal 
(Perryville), Monastery of St. Clare (St. Louis), 
Passionist Nuns of St. Louis (Ellisville), Immaculate 
Heart of Mary (New Melle), Immaculate Conception 
(Union).  
 
For more information about the Jubilee Year and how 
to receive an indulgence, please see the flyers in the 
church vestibule or visit:   
https://www.archstl.org/2025jubileeyear/ 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
POLYHYMNIA CHORAL SUMMER CAMP 

Polyhymnia is having a choir camp for 
children ages 10-17, July 7-11 from 9am-
1pm at Little Flower Church (1264 Arch 
Terrace, Richmond Heights 63117). $40 

per singer, discounts for additional siblings. The 
children will be divided by grade and or skill level. We 
will have sections of Music History, Group vocal 
coaching and the choice of individual lessons, group 
chant and choral practice. Please visit 
BIT.LY/STLCAMP website (all caps) for more details or 
contact parishioner Cathy Saccente at 
catsaccente@gmail.com. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
SAFETY ALERT 
PLEASE do NOT allow your children to play on or walk 
on the metal grates that are in between the rectory and 
church (near the pergola) and the one that is on the 
east side of the rectory.  THEY ARE NOT SAFE to walk 
on or play on.  We do not want anyone to get hurt.  
Please be mindful of your children and make sure they 
are not playing on or around the black metal grates. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
TROOPS OF ST. GEORGE 
Virtus. Honor. Fraternitas. Calling all boys ages 6-18 
and their fathers! How would you like to pray The 
Rosary around the campfire, The Angelus atop Taum 
Saulk Mountain, or St. Michael’s Prayer in military 
formation? Troops of St. George uses the outdoors as 
our canvas and the sacraments as our path to light the 
way for the formation of Holy Catholic men and boys. 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 6:30pm in the 
St. Joseph Room in addition to campouts, hikes and 
service projects. Cost is $50/person, with a max of 
$150/family and scholarships are available. Please 
visit troopsofstgeorge.org, contact 
tsg@oratorysga.org, or join us at our next meeting for 
more information. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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BLESSED ITEMS 
If you wish to have items blessed, please drop them off 
at the rectory (Mon-Fri, 9am-2pm) and include your 
name and telephone number.  Please make sure all 
items are clearly marked.  Once Msgr. Morris or Fr. 
Rennier have blessed the items Donna Mueller, 
Administrative Assistant to the Rector, will call you to 
let you know the items are ready for pick up (from the 
rectory office, Mon-Fri, 9am-2pm). Please drop 
off/pick up items at the front door on Dale Avenue, 
across from the field parking lot.    

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
BAPTISMS (January – March 2025): 
William Alexander Archer (Patrick & Mary Clare) 
Xavier David Armesto (Castor & Michelle) 
Benedict Edward Atkinson (Ryan & Brittany) 
Phoebe Elizabeth Bilot (Dominic & Lucia) 
Pia Magdalene Buback (Timothy & Leanne) 
Russell Francis Carter (Daniel & Clare) 
Charles Thomas D’Cunha (Napoleon & Lauren) 
Benedict Gerard Gardner (Joseph & Victoria) 
Teresa Cecilia Gosser (David & Monica) 
Andrew Joseph Houser (Peter & Daniela) 
Samuel Ambrose Hoven (Thomas & Rebecca) 
Rosalie Therese Kniffen (Colton & Josephine) 
Julia Marie Lovins (Noah & Claire) 
Beatrix Marigold Moineau (Taylor & Helen) 
Ada Magnolia Murray (Cameron & Chelsey) 
Esme Leigh Phillips (Colin & Emma) 
Gabrielle Alexandra Porter (Tre & Amelia) 
Felicity Mae Reimer (Benjamin & Natalina) 
Eliza Marie Weissler (Gregory & Adilyn) 
Skip Gregory Williams (Shea & Alexa) 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
NEW FAMILIES for MARCH (alphabetical order) 
A warm welcome to our new parishioners! 

 Caleb Friz 
 Charles Ivie 
 Logan Phillips  

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
In your charity, please pray for the following members 
of the Oratory who are ill: Damien Bruening, son of 

Aurora Miller; Jeanmarie DeCoster; Mary Gleckler, 
mother of Cathy Saccente and Mary Nelson; Hannah 
Green, daughter of Nicholas & Julie Green; Donna 
Hagan; Lena Henry, daughter of Toni & Mickey Henry; 
Shane Kiser, husband of Maggie Kiser; Dotty 
Kuhlmann, mother of Donna Mueller; Mary McMahan; 
Michael Norfleet, son of Marsha Norfleet; Elizabeth 
Ryan; Patrick Schneider; Sylvester Soldinie; Lara 
Trudell, daughter of Sharon and Jim Alexander; and 
Renee Weidner. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++  
PRAYERS FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

 Frederick Robert “Bob” Duplantier, father of 
Isabel Kenney 

 John Isadore Ilya Mendel, son of Joe & Mary 
Mendel; nephew of Sharon Leonard 

 Francis James Mooney, brother of James Mooney 
 Clare Therese O’Toole, daughter of Brian & Bailey 
O’Toole 

 Claudia Lee vonSydow 
 Ruth Wilke, sister of Robert Schuette 
 John Williams, brother of Mary McMahan 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
USHERS’ SCHEDULE 
Sunday, 27 April  

6:30 am Evan Adair*, Bill Saccente 
8:00 am Sam Ashlock*, Greg Rheinheimer, Ken 

Catalano, Michael Nelson 
10:00 am Brandon Roberts*, Mark Scheer, Patrick 

Kelly, Charlie Raymond 
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+ Altar Server Schedule: April – May 2025 + 

 
Date Time MC at High Mass / 

Acolyte at Low Mass 
Thurifer Acolyte 1 Acolyte 2 

27 April 2025 6:30 Michael Norfleet  
 

 
8:00 Joesph Blum    
10:00 Michael Turntine  Joseph Noble  Kolbe Grizzle Elijah Garvey  

4 May 2025 6:30 Jack Ryan    
8:00 Peter Blum    
10:00 John Morgan  Paul Keys MatthewEmmet Roberts Silas Buyle 

11 May 2025 6:30 Michael Norfleet    
8:00 Michael Blum    
10:00 Avery Blaxton Joseph Fowler Augustine Rennier Heath Cheaney  

 

First Friday / First Saturday 
2 May 2025 6:30 pm Philip Petrick  Anthony Green Kolbe Grizzle Leo Grizzle 
3 May 2025 8:15 am Avery Blaxton Matthew Rheinheimer Thomas Koschmeder George Blaxton 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

WELLSPRING OF TRADITION:  Low Sunday, Station at St Pancratius 
The first Sunday after Easter is a day with many names. Most English speakers know it as ‘Low Sunday.’ While the origin of 
that term is not certain, most agree that the title refers in some way to the contrast between the heightened celebration 
of the great feast of Easter with its Octave and a return to a more normal Sunday celebration.  
 
The official liturgical name for this day is Dominica in Albis Depositis. In the ancient rites of the catechumenate, the newly 
baptized (the neophytes) were vested in white baptismal robes for their Baptism, Confirmation, and first Holy Mass and 
Holy Communion at the Easter Vigil. They wore these robes through entire week following, and were guests of honor in the 
church of their baptism, where they attended Holy Mass each morning and attended a special service at the baptismal 
font in the afternoon. On the Saturday of Easter week they came to their baptismal church for the last time as a special 
group. After Holy Mass they removed their white garments and placed them in the church's wardrobe as a reminder of 
their baptismal vows. Hence this Saturday is called Sabbato in albis, or ‘Saturday in white (robes)’ and the following day 
is Dominica in albis depositis, 'Sunday on which the white robes have been put away.' On this Sunday they joined the 
faithful for Holy Mass without their white garments for the first time as all marched to the final stational church of Easter, 
St. Pancratius, named for a young man who was martyred at age 14 for being baptized.  
 
Yet another name for this day is Pascha clausum or ‘Easter’s end’, referring to the fact that today is actually the Octave 
Day of Easter. But the use of that particular Latin word to mark the conclusion of the Easter Octave has a deeper meaning. 
We find clausum in today’s gospel, where it describes the closed doors of the Upper Room where the Risen Lord appeared 
to the disciples, minus S Thomas, and then appeared again to demolish S Thomas’s doubts and claim his faith in the Risen 
Lord. In the liturgy, the Octave actually ends with the double Alleluia at the end of None on the Saturday, because we 
began our celebration on Saturday at the Vigil. On this day we begin the season of Paschaltide.  
 
In many places, it is commonly known as Quasimodo Sunday. Like Gaudete and Laetare Sundays, this name is used 
because of the opening words of today’s Introit, Quasimodo geniti infantes, (1 Pet 2:2), which refers to the neophytes who 
have just laid aside their white baptismal robes. A newborn child, with its instinct of self-preservation, desires its mother's 
milk. It needs no admonitions. We also, in order to preserve the supernatural life, should have a spontaneous longing for 
the nourishment of our souls, for truth, and for the Holy Eucharist. Like a mother, the Church cries out to us: Preserve the 
spirit of the children of God, remain simple, humble, and submissive to Him. Remain rationabiles, mature enough to think 
clearly, and sine dolo, able to preserve the truth without falsity, and to love without envy. And yes, this is also the reason 
for the name of Victor Hugo’s famous hero in The Hunchback of Notre Dame, who was discovered as an abandoned baby 
on this day.  
 
 

Our Lady of Walsingham, intercede for us who have recourse to thee! 
Ss. Gregory and Augustine, pray for us!  
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