
 



Third Sunday of Easter            11 May 2025 

Welcome to the Oratory of Saints Gregory and Augustine 
The Oratory of Saints Gregory and Augustine is pleased to welcome you. We are an apostolate of the Archdiocese of Saint Louis faithful to 
the teachings of the Church and striving to grow as a family of faith through the celebration of the Traditional Latin Mass and other 
Sacraments.    
 

In the First Book of The Confessions, the other great St. Augustine (of Hippo) wrote the following: “Thou hast made us for Thyself and our 
hearts are restless until they find rest in Thee.” Whether you are curious about the traditional Latin Mass and interested in exploring its 
beauty, searching for a parish community where you and your family will feel at home, or seeking rest for your heart, we hope that the Oratory 
of Saints Gregory and Augustine can provide that respite for you. 
 

Our bulletin serves to provide information about the weekly activities occurring here at the Oratory.  Along with our website 
(www.stlouislatinmass.com), the bulletin is your point of contact with the ever-increasing activities at the Oratory. I hope this will give you 
some sense of the grace of God, the love of Jesus Christ, and work of the Holy Spirit in our midst. I am delighted that God has brought you 
here! Oremus pro invicem! 
—The Very Reverend Monsignor C. Eugene Morris, Rector 
 

MASS AND SACRAMENTS 
Sunday Masses 
 6:30 am (Low Mass) 
 8:00 am (Low Mass) 
 10:00 am (High Mass) 

 

Weekday Masses 
 Monday thru Friday: 6:30 am & 12:15 pm 
 First Friday: 6:30 pm 
 Saturday: 8:15 am 

 

Confession 
 Sunday: 7:00 -7:45 am; 9:00 am – 10:30 am  
 Monday thru Friday: 11:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 Wednesday: 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
 First Friday: 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
 Saturday: 7:00 am – 8:00 am 

 

Divine Office 
 Sunday: Prime @ 7:20 am; Terce @ 9:40 am; 

Vespers @ 2:30 pm 
 Monday: Vespers @ 6 pm; Compline @ 6:30 pm 
 Tuesday & Thursday: Compline @ 6:30 pm 
 Wednesday: Vespers @ 6 pm; Compline @ 6:30 

pm  
 

Infant Baptism – Baptisms are normally scheduled on 
the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Saturdays of the month beginning at 
10:00 am.  Families expecting newborns and 
anticipating that they will be baptized here at the 
Oratory should schedule their baptism at the earliest 
convenience by contacting the Oratory office. 
 

Adult Baptism – If you are interested in becoming 
Catholic or if you are an adult Catholic not yet 
confirmed, please contact the Oratory office for more 
information about adult catechesis. 
 

Matrimony – Please contact the Oratory office at least 
six months prior to the desired date for the rite of 
marriage.  The date is reserved after consultation and 
confirmation from the Rector of the Oratory. 
 

Extreme Unction/Visitation of the Sick – Contact the 
Oratory to arrange the sacrament either at home or in 
the hospital. 

STAFF/ORGANIZATIONS 
 Rector: Msgr. C. Eugene Morris 

rector@oratorysga.org  
 Vice-Rector: Fr. Michael Rennier  

vicerector@oratorysga.org 
 Deacon: Deacon Steve Pieper, MD 

deacon@oratorysga.org 
 Administrative Assistant: Donna Mueller 

office@oratorysga.org  
 Facilities Manager: Ben Schubert 

facilities@oratorysga.org  
 Auxiliatrix: Anna Kalinowski 

auxiliatrix@oratorysga.org   
 Oratory Co-Op: 

co-op@oratorysga.org 
 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD): 

ccd@oratorysga.org 
 Altar servers: 

servers@oratorysga.org  
 Altar and Rosary Society: 

altarandrosary@oratorysga.org 
 Knights of Columbus: 

kofc17355@oratorysga.org  
 Troops of Saint George: 

tsg@oratorysga.org  
 Oratory Schola: 

 schola@oratorysga.org 
 Choir: 

 choir@oratorysga.org 
 Young Adults:  

youngadults@oratorysga.org 
 Oratory Events: 

events@oratorysga.org  
 Almonry of Ss. Gregory & Augustine: 

almonry@oratorysga.org  
 Online Giving: 

https://www.osvhub.com/st-louis-latin-mass 
 

CONTACT US 
314-644-2144 / stlouislatinmass.com 
7230 Dale Avenue, Richmond Heights, MO 63117
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FROM THE RECTOR – 3rd Sunday of Easter (11 May 2025)  
Modern man places a premium on happiness. While being happy is not necessarily a bad thing, the pursuit of 
happiness can often override more lasting realities: joy, peace, and harmony with God.  Since happiness is 
often equated with fulfilled desires, a person can lose himself in the pursuit of satisfaction constantly feeling 
agitated and anxious when desires go unfulfilled and not all our wants are satisfied.  What the Catholic pursues 
in his life is the virtue of joy which is that complete fulfillment that is found only in surrendering ourselves freely 
to God’s Divine Providence. It was joy that the apostles experienced when they encountered the Risen Lord.  
Beyond their understanding and comprehension, in the presence of the Lord who had conquered death 
through death, they knew only joy in His Presence.  We must seek for this joy in our daily lives.  It is not easily 
attained but is always within our grasps if we are willing to follow the Risen Lord wherever He may lead us. So 
too, we can cultivate Christian joy by our trust and confidence in God’s providence. We need to learn to 
manage our anxieties and to overcome our fears. So too, we need to embrace our sufferings willingly, gladly 
knowing that to suffer with Christ is to share in His victory over death. With God all things are possible: new 
life through death; freedom through obedience; joy through sacrifice. Let us continue to rejoice that indeed He 
has risen.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
Sunday, 11 May:  

 Prime @ 7:20 am 
 Terce @ 9:40 am  
 Vespers @ 2:30 pm  

 
Monday, 12 May:  

 Vespers @ 6:00 pm 
 Compline @ 6:30 pm  

 
Tuesday, 13 May:   

 Compline @ 6:30 pm  
 Choir practice @ 7:00 pm 

 
Wednesday, 14 May:   

 Holy Hour/Confessions @ 5:00 pm 
 Vespers @ 6:00 pm 
 Compline @ 6:30 pm  

 
Thursday, 15 May:   

 Compline @ 6:30 pm  
 
Friday, 16 May:  

 No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday, 17 May:   

 Terschluse Baptism @ 10:00 am 
+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

PILGRIM VIRGIN MARY STATUE 2025 
04/20-04/27  Holman  04/27-05/04 Carapella 
05/04-05/11 Cook 05/11-05/18  Hayward 
05/18-05/25  Fowler 05/25-06/01  Blum 
06/01-06/08 Wisniewski 06/08-06/15  Catalano 
06/15-06/22 Kenney 06/22-06/29 Raymond 
06/29-07/06 Hayes   07/06-07/13  Schuette 

07/13-07/20 Filla  07/20-07/27 Petrick  
 
Drop off and pick up the statue in the vestibule (back 
of church). Place the statue bag on the floor to left of 
the Oratory table. To join or to quit the schedule 
contact Sharon Alexander saalexa@sbcglobal.net 
+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, 12 May – Sts. Nereus, Achileus, Domitilla, 
Pancras 

6:30 am: Jim Oates (d) 
12:15 pm: Bob Masters (d) 

 
Tuesday, 13 May – St. Robert Bellarmine 

6:30 am: Bryan O’Neal (d) 
12:15 pm: Br. Macarius of Jesus Christ Crucified 

 
Wednesday, 14 May – Octave of St. Joseph 

6:30 am: Jim Griffin (d) 
12:15 pm: Catherine Smith (d) 

 
Thursday, 15 May – St. John the Baptist de la Salle 

6:30 am: Mary Taddich (d) 
12:15 pm: Nicholas Kalinowski 

 
Friday, 16 May – St. Ubald 

6:30 am: John & Betty Stephens (d) 
12:15 pm: Evelyn Lane (d) 

 
Saturday, 17 May – St. Paschal Baylon 
 8:15 am: John Williams (d) 
 
Sunday, 18 May – 4th Sunday after Easter  

6:30 am: Pro Populo 
8:00 am: Joe Baumer (d) 
10:00 am: Jim & Sue Schaefer
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NEW CONFESSIONAL LIGHTS 
The two confessionals in Church now have lights 
indicating when the priest is present and when the 
confessional itself is available.  The light for the priest is 
a white light at the top of the confessional where the 
priest sits. The penitent’s light is only on one side of each 
of the two confessionals. When the light is green it is free; 
when the light is red it is occupied.  Please only approach 
the side of the confessional that has a light indicating its 
availability. Going forward, the unlit side of each 
confessional will not be operative.  A special word of 
gratitude is extended to Michael McMahon for agreeing to 
oversee this project to its completion.  The Oratory is 
grateful for his generosity and ingenuity.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
UPCOMING FIRST MASS AND BLESSING FROM 
NEWLY-ORDAINED PRIEST  
The Reverend Deacon Steven Kalinowski F.S.S.P., who 
has visited our Oratory regularly on his family visits home, 
will be ordained to the Sacred Priesthood in Lincoln, 
Nebraska on Wednesday, 28 May 2025. 
 

We are honored to welcome him to offer a First Mass at 
our Oratory on Sunday, 1 June at 10:00 am.  All Oratory 
faithful are invited to assist at this Holy Mass and to 
receive a First Blessing from the future Father Kalinowski. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
IN THANKSGIVING 
A profound word of gratitude to everyone who assisted in 
making our celebration of Lent, the Sacred Triduum and 
Easter Sunday truly beautiful gifts of praise to God. For all 
those who assisted in veiling our statues and preparing 
the Altar of Repose; for the musicians, men and women’s 
scholas and the choir; for the servers, Masters of 
Ceremony; the Head Sacristan and those who assisted 
him; the sacred ministers who assisted as deacon and 
subdeacon; for those who helped clean the Church and 
the Knights of Columbus for their work as ushers. May 
God reward your generosity! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
FIRST CONFESSION 
On Saturday, 12 April 2025, 19 young people of the 
Oratory of Ss. Gregory & Augustine received their First 
Confession.  I am grateful to their teachers in preparing 
them well and to Jake and Terri Fowler for their leadership 
of our CCD Program.  Please continue to pray for all our 
young people enrolled in the CCD program here at the 
Oratory especially those preparing for Confirmation and 
First Holy Communion. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
SUMMER SCHEDULE 
While this is several months away, to allow the faithful of 
the Oratory to plan accordingly, the Oratory will again 
implement the summer schedule.  Beginning on 
Tuesday, 1 July 2025 and concluding on Thursday, 14 
August 2025 the Oratory will have one daily Holy Mass at 
12:15 pm with Confessions at 11:00 am.  The Saturday 

and Sunday schedules will remain the same.  The 
offices hours during this time will be Monday through 
Thursday from 8:00 am until 2:30 pm.  The offices will be 
closed on Fridays.  In order to assist the priests and 
the staff, please do not anticipate any parish business 
on Fridays. These scheduling changes allow the priests 
of the Oratory to take vacation and more importantly to 
make their canonical retreats.  So too, the changed office 
hours will allow our dedicated staff time for vacation. As 
we move closer to the month of July, more information 
will be provided. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
THE COMMUNION RAIL 
In recent weeks there have been several incidents where 
the faithful have fallen from the communion rail after 
receiving Holy Communion. The severity of the injuries 
has varied, but sadly this has occurred far too often. I 
would ask everyone to be attentive to the step up AND 
down at the communion rail. Please be aware of those 
with any mobility issues and assist them if no ushers are 
present.  If you bring someone new to the Oratory for Holy 
Mass, please remind them of the step at the communion 
rail or if you see someone struggling, please assist them.  
If the community is more cognizant of this at the time of 
communion it is hoped that the accidents can cease.  
Please pray for those who have fallen, especially for a 
swift recovery from their injuries. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
BULLETIN ADS 
Bob Swagman from LPi, our bulletin printer, will be 
securing new ads for our church in the coming weeks.  As 
a valuable member of the business community, we invite 
you to expand your reach and grow your business with a 
print ad in our parish bulletin and/or a digital ad featured 
on ParishesOnline.com.  He can be reached at: 636-346-
2058 (call/text) or RSwagman@4lpi.com 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
CHANT CAMP 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish (in Saint Charles county) 
is hosting a weeklong Chant Camp for elementary and 
high school students. We are pleased to have the 
instruction of Mr. Jeffrey Wisniewski, Director of Music at 
Kendrick-Glennon Seminary, and his wife Wendy. The 
camp will run from 16 – 20 June, with a cost of $60 per 
student (family discount available). Please find more 
information and registration at ChantCampSTL.com. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
BIRTHRIGHT MOTHER’S DAY CARDS 
Birthright of Hillsboro has provided us with Mother’s Day 
cards.  Please feel free to take as many as you need for 
the mothers in your life.  For more than 40 years, 
Birthright of Hillsboro has offered free, confidential help 
to the mothers in our community.  They need funds to 
continue the work of ministering to pregnant mothers, 
easing the burdens of those faced with an unexpected 
pregnancy, pledge funds toward rent and utilities and 
helping provide the essentials for children under the age 
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of 3.  Please consider supporting Birthright as you honor 
the special mothers in your life this Mother’s Day.  Please 
also consider donating to their ministry.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE 
The Oratory’s communication committee is looking to 
expand to better meet the needs of our growing 
community. If you are interested in joining the committee 
and are comfortable working with social media, photo 
and video, or if you are interested in learning more, please 
email Msgr. Morris at rector@oratorysga.org. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
VITA COMMUNIS 
The Young Adult Group of Ss. Gregory and Augustine is 
always welcoming new members. To receive email 
communications regarding events for young adults 18+, 
please email your name and phone number to 
youngadults@oratorysga.org. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
WHAT ARE STOLE FEES? 
It is customary in the Catholic Church for the provision of 
the clergy to offer “stole fees,” at baptisms, weddings, 
funerals, or the blessing of homes. These stipends form a 
part of the compensation for the clergy. Most priests 
don’t want to sound greedy or ungrateful, so stole fees 
are not often mentioned or taught about, but because 
people are not aware of them, the faithful usually find it 
helpful to learn that they do exist (and that the priests are 
grateful for your generosity!). 
 

These fees are not obligatory but are given as a sign of 
appreciation and support for the clergy's work. The 
Catholic Church emphasizes that these fees should not 
be seen as payment for sacraments, which are free gifts 
of God. The clergy at the Oratory are particularly keen to 
make clear that no one who asks for a sacrament will ever 
be denied for lack of a stole fee. 
 

In our archdiocese, there are suggested amounts that 
people usually give, and that information will be shared 
with you by the office when the event is scheduled. Thank 
you! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
ORATORY PILGRIMAGE 
Throughout history, the Church’s faithful have taken 
Jubilee years to make pilgrimages to Rome in order to visit 
the major basilicas, walk through the Holy Doors, and 
gain the Jubilee Indulgence.  Msgr. Morris will be leading 
a Jubilee Pilgrimage to Rome October 6th-16th, 2025. The 
fully-guided pilgrimage will include daily Latin Mass, time 
for prayer, and an itinerary of some of Rome’s greatest 
sites, as well as a few hidden treasures. There is also a 
day trip to Monte Cassino. For more information, please 
see the flyers in the magazine holders at each of the 
church entryways or email Anna Kalinowski at 
auxiliatrix@oratorysga.org.    

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

JUBILEE YEAR INFORMATION 
The Jubilee Year of 2025, (24 December, 2024 through 6 
January 2026), offers the faithful many opportunities to 
obtain the Jubilee Indulgence. Local designated 
pilgrimage sites are as follows:  The Cathedral Basilica of 
St. Louis (New Cathedral), The Basilica of St. Louis, King 
of France (Old Cathedral), Holy Spirit Adoration Sisters 
(St. Louis), The Carmel of St. Joseph (St. Louis), St. Mary’s 
of the Barrens National Shrine of the Miraculous Medal 
(Perryville), Monastery of St. Clare (St. Louis), Passionist 
Nuns of St. Louis (Ellisville), Immaculate Heart of Mary 
(New Melle), Immaculate Conception (Union).  
 

For more information about the Jubilee Year and how to 
receive an indulgence, please see the flyers on the 
bulletin board in the church vestibule.  For more 
information:   https://www.archstl.org/2025jubileeyear/ 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
POLYHYMNIA CHORAL SUMMER CAMP 

Polyhymnia is having a choir camp for children 
ages 10-17, July 7-11 from 9am-1pm at Little 
Flower Church (1264 Arch Terrace, Richmond 

Heights 63117). $40 per singer, discounts for additional 
siblings. The children will be divided by grade and or skill 
level. We will have sections of Music History, Group vocal 
coaching and the choice of individual lessons, group 
chant and choral practice. Please visit BIT.LY/STLCAMP 
website (all caps) for more details or contact parishioner 
Cathy Saccente at catsaccente@gmail.com. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
BLESSED ITEMS 
If you wish to have items blessed, please drop them off at 
the rectory (Mon-Fri, 9am-2pm) and include your name 
and telephone number.  Please make sure all items are 
clearly marked.  Once Msgr. Morris or Fr. Rennier have 
blessed the items Donna Mueller, Administrative 
Assistant to the Rector, will call you to let you know the 
items are ready for pick up (from the rectory office, Mon-
Fri, 9am-2pm). Please drop off/pick up items at the 
front door on Dale Avenue, across from the field 
parking lot.    

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
SAFETY ALERT 
PLEASE do NOT allow your children to play on or walk on 
the metal grates that are in between the rectory and 
church (near the pergola) and the one that is on the east 
side of the rectory.  THEY ARE NOT SAFE to walk on or play 
on.  We do not want anyone to get hurt.  Please be mindful 
of your children and make sure they are not playing on or 
around the black metal grates. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
TROOPS OF ST. GEORGE 
Virtus. Honor. Fraternitas. Calling all boys ages 6-18 and 
their fathers! How would you like to pray The Rosary 
around the campfire, The Angelus atop Taum Saulk 
Mountain, or St. Michael’s Prayer in military formation? 
Troops of St. George uses the outdoors as our canvas and 
the sacraments as our path to light the way for the 
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formation of Holy Catholic men and boys. We meet on 
the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 6:30pm in the St. Joseph Room 
in addition to campouts, hikes and service projects. Cost 
is $50/person, with a max of $150/family and 
scholarships are available. Please visit 
troopsofstgeorge.org, contact tsg@oratorysga.org, or 
join us at our next meeting for more information. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
NEW FAMILIES for APRIL (alphabetical order) 
A warm welcome to our new parishioners! 

 Dakota Davis 
 Justin Gionet 
 James Jasper 
 The Morrisette Family ~ Michael & Mary Kate 
 Reed Parrish 
 Avennah Scholl 
 Thomas Tucker 
 Andrew Turnquist 
 Jarrett Walker 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
In your charity, please pray for the following members of 
the Oratory who are ill: Damien Bruening, son of Aurora 
Miller; Jeanmarie DeCoster; Mary Gleckler, mother of 
Cathy Saccente and Mary Nelson; Hannah Green, 
daughter of Nicholas & Julie Green; Donna Hagan; Lena 
Henry, daughter of Toni & Mickey Henry; Shane Kiser, 
husband of Maggie Kiser; Dotty Kuhlmann, mother of 
Donna Mueller; Mary McMahan; Michael Norfleet, son of 
Marsha Norfleet; Elizabeth Ryan; Patrick Schneider; 
Sylvester Soldinie; Lara Trudell, daughter of Sharon and 
Jim Alexander; and Renee Weidner. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++  
PRAYERS FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

 Daniel Burke 
 Frederick Robert “Bob” Duplantier, father of Isabel 

Kenney 
 John Isadore Ilya Mendel, son of Joe & Mary Mendel; 

nephew of Sharon Leonard 
 Francis James Mooney, brother of James Mooney 
 Clare Therese O’Toole, daughter of Brian & Bailey 

O’Toole 

 Claudia Lee vonSydow 
 Ruth Wilke, sister of Robert Schuette 
 John Williams, brother of Mary McMahan 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
USHERS’ SCHEDULE 
Sunday, 11 May  

6:30 am Chris Bauman*, Bill Saccente 
8:00 am Michael Nelson*, Jeff Martin, Kenny Buyle, 

Ken Catalano 
10:00 am Patrick Kelly*, Robert Morgan, Gabe 

Jones, Jesse Hermann 
Sunday, 18 May (Mother’s Day) 

6:30 am Ben Schubert*, Evan Adair 
8:00 am Jeff Martin*, Kenny Buyle, Kip Babington, 

Terry Conway 
10:00 am Robert Morgan*, Gabe Jones, Jesse 

Hermann, Charlie Raymond 
Sunday, 25 May 

6:30 am Jim Alexander*, Chris Bauman 
8:00 am Kenny Buyle*, Kip Babington, Terry 

Conway, Ken Catalano 
10:00 am Gabe Jones*, Jesse Hermann, Charlie 

Raymond, Joe Gassiraro 
Sunday, 1 June 

6:30 am Bill Saccente*, Evan Adair 
8:00 am Kip Babington*, Terry Conway, Sam 

Ashlock, Greg Rheinheimer 
10:00 am Jesse Hermann*, Charlie Raymond, Joe 

Gassiraro, Tom Gates 
Sunday, 8 June 

6:30 am Chris Bauman*, Bill Saccente 
8:00 am Terry Conway*, Sam Ashlock, Greg 

Rheinheimer, Michael Nelson 
10:00 am Joe Gassiraro*, Tom Gates, John 

Simmons, Brandon Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ Altar Server Schedule: May - June 2025 + 
 

Date Time MC at High Mass / 
Acolyte at Low Mass 

Thurifer Acolyte 1 Acolyte 2 

11 May 2025 6:30 Michael Norfleet    
8:00 Michael Blum    
10:00 Avery Blaxton Joseph Fowler Augustine Rennier Heath Cheaney  

18 May 2025 6:30 Jack Ryan    
8:00 Leo Grizzle    
10:00 Michael Rennier Anthony Green Jude Kelly Scott Fowler 

25 May 2025 6:30 Michael Norfleet    
8:00 Castor Armesto    
10:00 Salvatore Saccente Michael Blum Charles Fowler Theodore Grizzle 
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1 June 2025 6:30 Jack Ryan    

8:00 Leo Grizzle    
10:00 Sebastian Petrick Elijah Robeson Benedict Armesto  Sean Kenney 

First Friday / First Saturday 
6 June 2025 6:30 pm Michael Rennier  Elijah Robeson  Augustine Rennier Heath Cheaney  
7 June 2025 8:15 am Michael Rheinheimer Castor Armesto Benedict Armesto  Silas Buyle 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
WELLSPRING OF TRADITION   
THE PAPAL CONCLAVE  
A papal conclave is the election process by which a new pope, the visible head of the Catholic Church, is selected. 
 

The pope is the vicar of Christ and successor of St. Peter, the visible leader of the universal Church, against which Our Lord 
promises the gates of hell will never prevail (Matt. 16:18-19). After a pope dies, a papal conclave commences within three 
weeks to elect his successor. A conclave is the gathering of the College of Cardinals in which these papal electors choose 
the next pope. 
 

When a pope dies, there are nine days of mourning, as prescribed in the apostolic constitution that governs the election of 
a pope, Universi Domenici Gregis, which Pope St. John Paul II issued. The Church follows a process established over 
centuries to elect his successor. The period between two popes is called an interregnum, Latin for “between reigns” of two 
popes. 
 

A two-thirds majority of cardinal electors is needed to elect a pope, no matter how many ballots are required to complete 
the conclave voting process. In his 2013 motu propio Normas Nonnullas, Pope Benedict XVI further decreed that the 
election of a successor must commence within a maximum of twenty days from when the papal see becomes vacant. 
 

Despite the absence of a Holy Father for a period of time, the faithful take comfort in knowing that the Church continues, 
reminded that the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings (Rev. 17:14), never relinquishes his divine reign over his Catholic 
Church. He is the Head of the Church and the Pope is His vicar.  
 

The word “conclave” derives from the Latin words cum clavis, meaning “with key.” After the death of Pope Clement IV in 
November 1268, the interregnum dragged on for almost three years. The lay faithful of Viterbo, Italy, aided the selection 
process by locking the cardinal electors in the city’s episcopal palace, and also limiting their food supply until they elected 
a new pope. The new pope endeavored to obviate for the future such scandalous delay by the law of the conclave, which, 
almost in spite of the cardinals, he promulgated at the fifth session of the Second Council of Lyons in 1274. It is the first 
occasion on which we meet with the word conclave in connection with papal elections. 
 

In a papal conclave, the College of Cardinals gathers to select the next pope. Cardinal electors are eligible to vote for a 
pope until they reach eighty years of age. The cardinals gather in the Sistine Chapel for a secret election—secret to thwart 
outside interference and avoid politicking. The cardinals pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance before casting their votes. 
Although the Holy Spirit guides the decision-making of the Cardinals, the choice is entirely their own.  
 

Once a pope is chosen, and provided he accepts his election, white smoke rises from the Sistine Chapel. The new Roman 
pontiff selects a papal (or regnal) name, and subsequently he is announced to the world with the words Habemus papam! 
We have a pope!  
 

One important point to note is that, although only the Cardinals cast a vote, the prayers and sacrifices of the entirety of the 
faithful are important. So continue to pray for the Church! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Walsingham, intercede for us who have recourse to thee! 
Ss. Gregory and Augustine, pray for us!  

~ 05/04/2025 ~ 
 

Weekly Collection Total $ 9,183.78 
Online Giving   $ 9,086.00 
Total     $ 18,269.78 
Needed   $ 17,869.00 
Year to Date Total  $ 746,124.22 
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