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Second Sunday after Epiphany 18 January 2026

Welcome to the Oratory of Saints Gregory and Augustine

The Oratory of Saints Gregory and Augustine is pleased to welcome you. We are an apostolate of the Archdiocese of Saint Louis faithful to
the teachings of the Church and striving to grow as a family of faith through the celebration of the Traditional Latin Mass and other
Sacraments.

In the First Book of The Confessions, the other great St. Augustine (of Hippo) wrote the following: “Thou hast made us for Thyself and our
hearts are restless until they find rest in Thee.” Whether you are curious about the traditional Latin Mass and interested in exploring its
beauty, searching for a parish community where you and your family will feel at home, or seeking rest for your heart, we hope that the Oratory
of Saints Gregory and Augustine can provide that respite for you.

Our bulletin serves to provide information about the weekly activities occurring here at the Oratory. Along with our website
(www.stlouislatinmass.com), the bulletin is your point of contact with the ever-increasing activities at the Oratory. | hope this will give you
some sense of the grace of God, the love of Jesus Christ, and work of the Holy Spirit in our midst. | am delighted that God has brought you
here! Oremus pro invicem! ~ The Very Reverend Monsignor C. Eugene Morris, Rector

MASS AND SACRAMENTS STAFF/ORGANIZATIONS
Sunday Masses e Rector: Msgr. C. Eugene Morris

e 6:30 am (Low Mass) rector@oratorysga.org

e 8:00 am (Low Mass) e Vice-Rector: Fr. Michael Rennier

e 10:00 am (High Mass) vicerector@oratorysga.org
Weekday Masses e Deacon: Deacon Steve Pieper, MD

deacon@oratorysga.org

e Administrative Assistant: Donna Mueller
office@oratorysga.org

e Facilities Manager: Ben Schubert

e Monday thru Friday: 6:30 am & 12:15 pm
e First Friday: 6:30 pm
e Saturday: 8:15am

Confession facilities@oratorysga.org

e Sunday: 7:30 am -10:30 am e  Auxiliatrix: Anna Kalinowski

e Monday thru Friday: 11:00 am -12:00 pm auxiliatrix@oratorysga.org

e Wednesday: 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm e  Almonry of Ss. Gregory & Augustine:
e First Friday: 5:00 pm -6:00 pm almonry@oratorysga.org

e Saturday: 7:00 am - 8:00 am e Altar and Rosary Society:

altarandrosary@oratorysga.org
e  Altar Servers:
servers@oratorysga.org

Adoration
e Wednesday: 5:00 pm -6:00 pm
e First Friday: 1:00 pm —6:00 pm (starting 2/6/26)

e Chair:
Divine Office choir@oratorysga.org
e Sunday: Prime @ 7:20 am; Terce @ 9:40 am; e  Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD):
Vespers @ 2:30 pm ccd@oratorysga.org
¢ Monday: Vespers @ 6 pm; Compline @ 6:30 pm e Co-Op:
e Tuesday & Thursday: Compline @ 6:30 pm co-op@oratorysga.org
e Wednesday: Vespers @ 6 pm; Compline @ 6:30 pm e Events:

events@oratorysga.org

e  Knights of Columbus:
kofc17355@oratorysga.org

e Schola:
schola@oratorysga.org

e Troops of Saint George:
tsg@oratorysga.org

Infant Baptism — Baptisms are normally scheduled on
the 2", 3", and 4" Saturdays of the month beginning at
10:00 am. Families expecting newborns and
anticipating that they will be baptized here at the
Oratory should schedule their baptism at the earliest
convenience by contacting the Oratory office.

Adult Baptism - If you are interested in becoming e Ushers:
Catholic or if you are an adult Catholic not yet ostiarii@oratorysga.org
confirmed, please contact the Oratory office for more e YoungAdults:
information about adult catechesis. voungadults@oratorysga.org
Matrimony - Please contact the Oratory office at least e  Online Giving:
six months prior to the desired date for the rite of https://www.osvhub.com/st-louis-latin-mass
marriage. The date is reserved after consultation and
confirmation from the Rector of the Oratory. CONTACT US
. o . 314-644-2144 / stlouislatinmass.com
Extreme Unction/Visitation of the Sick — Contact the 7230 Dale Avenue, Richmond Heights, MO 63117

Oratory to arrange the sacrament either at home or in
the hospital.




Second Sunday after Epiphany
FROM THE RECTOR

On this Second Sunday after Epiphany, we are presented with The Wedding Feast of Cana, the first of the Lord’s miracles. We
are afforded the opportunity to contemplate this miraculous occurrence as we continue to rest comfortably in the mystery of
the Incarnation. In both instances, our Blessed Mother plays a unique and central role to the unfolding of the realities around
Her: She is truly the Mediatrix of all graces, prompting our Lord to make manifest His glory. So too, she is the worthy tabernacle
of the Word Made Flesh. In both, she is the first apostle testifying to the joys of Our Savior. It is important to recognize the
necessary and unique role that the Blessed Virgin Mary plays in the unfolding of salvation history and to honor her appropriately.
This we do despite what the world might think or the perceived confusion of unbelievers about what Our Lady does for us. Our
Lord performs this first of His many miracles in order to make manifest His glory and to confirm the faith of His disciples. This
may also be said of the Incarnation — the Savior takes flesh to manifest His glory and the glory of the Father as well as to
strengthen and confirm the faith of all who choose to believe in Him. What is required of us? We must have faith, clinging
tirelessly to the mystery of Christ and finding safe harbor in our Holy Mother, the Church. We must constantly safeguard and
strengthen our bond with our Mother Mary. We must believe in the power and glory, might and majesty of Our Savior and then

go forth and witness to the truth of Christ to the ends of the world!
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UPCOMING EVENTS 05/17-05/24 Holman 05/24-05/31 Carapella
Sunday, 18 January: 05/31-06/07 Cook 06/07-06/14 Hayward
e Prime@ 7:20 am 06/14-06/21 Joseph 06/21-06/28 Blum
e Confessions @ 7:30 am 06/28-07/05 Wisniewski 07/05-07/12 Catalano
e Coffee Hour @ 9:00 am 07/12-07/19 Kenney 07/19-07/26 Raymond
e Terce @ 9:40 am 07/26-08/02 Hayes 08/02-08/09 Schuette
e Vespers @ 2:30 pm 08/09-08/16 Filla 08/16-08/23 Petrick

18 January 2026

Monday, 19 January: OFFICES CLOSED
e Vespers @ 6:00 pm
e Compline @ 6:30 pm

Tuesday, 20 January:
e Compline @ 6:30 pm
e Choir practice @ 7:00 pm

Wednesday, 21 January:
e Confessions/Holy Hour @ 5:00 pm
o Vespers @ 6:00 pm
e Compline @ 6:30 pm

Thursday, 22 January 2026:
e Compline @ 6:30 pm

Friday, 23 January:
e No Events Scheduled

Saturday, 24 January:
e HusseyBaptism @ 10:00 am

e DannenbergBaptism @ 11:00 am
+++++HH

PILGRIM VIRGIN MARY STATUE 2026

01/11-01/18 Hayes 01/18-01/25 Schuette
01/25-02/01 Filla 02/01-02/08 Petrick
02/08-02/15 D’Cunha 02/15-02/22 Alexander
02/22-03/01 Stolarski 03/01-03/08 Henry
03/08-03/15 Santschi 03/15-03/22 Kiser
03/22-03/29 Agnew 03/29-04/05 Buyle
04/05-04/12 Leljedal 04/12-04/19 Grizzle
04/19-04/26 Turntine 04/26-05/03 Haulard
05/03-05/10 Kelly 05/10-05/17 Jones

Drop off and pick up the statue in the vestibule (back of
church). Place the statue bag on the floor to left of the
Oratory table. To join or to quit the schedule contact

Sharon Alexander saalexa@sbcglobal.net
++++H b

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, 19 January - Feria
6:30 am: Br. Macarius of Jesus Christ Crucified
12:15 pm: Ann Louise Morris-Kenney (d)

Tuesday, 20 January —Ss. Fabian & Sebastian
6:30 am: Br. Macarius of Jesus Christ Crucified
12:15 pm: Kyler Wayne Galwith

Wednesday, 21 January- St. Agnes
6:30 am: Leanna Kellerman
12:15 pm: Sharon Leonard

Thursday, 22 January — St. Vincent & Anastasius
6:30 am: John Mendel (d)
12:15 pm: Poor Souls in Purgatory (d)

Friday, 23 January — St. Raymond of Penafort
6:30 am: John Mendel (d)
12:15 pm: Mary Knollmeyer (d)

Saturday, 24 January — St. Timothy
8:15 am: Perpetrators of violence

Sunday, 25 January — 3 Sunday after Epiphany
6:30 am: Pro Populo
8:00 am: Derek Curtis
10:00 am: Mark Schilling (d)

+HHH R
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Second Sunday after Epiphany
FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: CLARIFICATION
AND APOLOGY
It has long been a desire of mine as rector to have more
Eucharistic Adoration at the Oratory of Ss. Gregory and
Augustine. For a brief time, several years ago, we did have
extended periods of adoration on Wednesdays and Fridays;
unfortunately, the community was unable to sustain that
with consistent adorers. Sadly, there were times when Our
Lord was left alone in Church which of course should not
and cannot ever happen. | had hoped that the community
could begin adoration again with the First Friday of each
month for 2026. It was anticipated that we would start on
Friday, 2 January 2026. Again, we were unable to find a
sufficient number of the faithful to be present at Adoration
and to fill all of the hours. | made the decision to cancel
adoration. This decision, however, was not communicated
to all those who had signed up and who came to Church on
2 January expecting Eucharistic Adoration. | am truly sorry
for any inconvenience this confusion caused and | am
hopeful that those who did commit would be willing to do so
again going forward. To that end, | am hopeful that we can
find a sufficient number of the faithful to spend time with our
Lord on Friday, 6 February 2026 from 1:00 pm until 6:00 pm.
Hopefully, Adoration will take place every First Friday
afternoon going forward to honor the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
As a reminder: faithful are needed to adopt an hour of
adoration to ensure that the Blessed Sacrament is never left
alone. To sign up for an hour, please email Anthony Jones at
events@oratorysga.org

++++++HH
FREE BOWLING AT EPIPHANY LANES
Oratory faithful of all ages are invited to Epiphany Lanes on
Sunday, 15 February, 12:30-2:30 p.m., for a bowling party
courtesy of Vita Communis Young Adults. Children should
be accompanied by an adult. Food is available for purchase.
Epiphany Lanes address: 3164 Ivanhoe Ave, St. Louis, MO.

+++++++H
IN GRATITUDE
As we continue to rejoice in the mystery of the Incarnation
and thank God for His mercy, | want to express my gratitude
to all the faithful of the Oratory for your on-going monetary
supportforthe work of the Oratory. | am particularly grateful
for your generosity not only to the weekly commitments
needed to sustain the Oratory, but also to the success of
Giving Tuesday in early December and your generosity to the
Advent fundraiser for the Men's Schola. In a short period of
time, there were many financial expectations set before you
and the community has responded generously to these
various requests. Please know of my daily prayers for our
whole community and my personal gratitude in being able to
serve a community so generous and faithful.

+++++++H R

ANTORE ANCTI LUDOVICI ADVENT FUNDRAISER

UPDATE
A great thank you to all who participated in the Cantores
Sancti Ludovici Advent Fundraiser. Through your immense
generosity, we were able to raise over $7,500 for the support
of the Solemn Liturgical life at Ss. Gregory and Augustine
made possible by the Cantores' assistance.

Thank you also to all who continue to be monthly supporters
of our mission. If you would like to begin a monthly
sponsorship of the Cantores, please email
schola@oratorysga.org. God reward your generosity!

+HH b
EPIPHANY WATER, SALT, AND CHALK 2026
Epiphany water, salt, and chalk have been blessed and are
available to the faithful for as long as it remains. Please only
take two of the water bottles so that everyone has an
opportunity to have Epiphany Water. Also, you are free to
use your own containers for Epiphany water. All of the
blessed water will be available until we run out.

+HH b
2026 CALENDARS
The calendars for 2026 for the Oratory Community are still in
transit. As soon as the calendars arrive we will put them in
the main vestibule and by the side doors. This year’s
calendar comes from the Transalpine Redemptorists, a
community of traditional monks rooted in the
Redemptorists charism who practice both the
contemplative and active life. Their motherhouse is in
Scotland and they have recently founded a house in
Montana.

You are kindly asked to initially take one calendar per
household. Once everyone has had a chance to pick up a
calendar, there should be more available in late January for
those who need another one. Thank you!
++++++HH
COAT DRIVE
The Knights of Columbus will be collecting donations of
coats for local kids from the month of December through 1
February 2026. Please deposit coats in the large box in the
vestibule and contact Jack Ryan with any questions:
jmryan2023@gmail.com or 314-677-7754
+++++++H
TRIVIA KNIGHT FUNDRAISER: 7 FEBRUARY 2026
Saturday, 7 February 2026, a Trivia Knight fundraiser hosted
by OSGA and Cathedral KofC will be held at Boland Hall. Our
annual event is back and bigger than ever! Trivia, Raffles,
50/50 drawing, prizes, and more! Round sponsorships are
available. Please Contact Sam Ashlock for more information
at: kofc17355@oratorysga.org. A flyer with more
information is coming soon.
+++++++H R
ATECHESIS ON CONFESSION
The beginning of the new calendar is an opportune time to
offer a few words on the nature of our confessions.
Particularly that when we present ourselves for confession,
it is after a complete examination of conscience striving for
a full and integral confession aware of our sins and based
not on emotion only. So too, those who make frequent
confession (which is encouraged) should examine their
consciences for the sin of presumption.

The Catechism of the Council of Trent provides a thorough
and complete explication of the Sacrament of Penance. |
want to draw particular attention to the exhortation that
confession should be complete and entire. The Church
teaches us that we are responsible for confessing all of our
mortal sins in both number (how often) and kind (nature of
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the sin itself). As such when we come for confession, we
should not only present those sins that are on our hearts or
that have easily come to mind but also confess all sins we
can recall after a thorough examination of conscience.

| encourage everyone to access a thorough and complete
guide for examining your conscience. This will assist you in
recalling your serious sins as well as venial sins which also
work against growing in holiness. A good examination of
conscience will also provide the requisite detachment from
the emotions that are often associated with the sins for
which we are guilty. There are situations where we might feel
bad about a particular interaction, situation, but no sin was
involved and then there are times when we have grown so
accustomed to our sins that we no longer feel guilt about
them and fail to confess them. Prepare well for the
sacrament sothatyou can also use wellthe gracesreceived.
+++++++H R

THANKYOU!

A huge thank you to our OSGA families of the homeschool
co-op, our OSGA young adult group, Vita Communis, and
our parish family for all of the responses for our advent
blessing bags for Birthright in Hillsboro.

We were able to provide over 30 bags for moms including a
small gift and some chocolates; 35 baby gifts including an
outfit and a gift; 28 "baby showers in a basket"; and 10 boxes
and packages of diapers and wipes. Our children had a
gathering event in which they were able to assemble these
bags, perform some beautiful advent music to each other,
and have some fun family time. A huge gratitude of thanks
to ouryoung adult group, Vita Communis for adding to these
gifts and transporting them to Birthright for us.

+++++++H
DRINK BREVIARY COFFEE & SUPPORT THE ORATORY
Breviary Coffee is for sale at all coffee hours. Our coffee is
locally roasted specifically for us in small batches from a
single-origin, fair trade source and makes for a great gift for
family and friends. 100% of the profits go to support the
Oratory and fund our coffee hours. If you would like to
purchase a 1-lb bag, the cost is $16 and our coffee hour
volunteers will be happy to assist you with the purchase. We
can sell both ground and whole-bean. The roast is a
medium-light roast and the cup of coffee that results is well-
balanced and easy to drink, with notes of citrus but still
sweet with a clean taste.

+++++++H R
ANNUAL GIVING STATEMENT
Annual Giving statements will be available (to those
individuals/families who donated $500 or more in 2025)
beginning Sunday, 18 January 2026. If you donated less than
$500 and would like to receive a statement, please email the
office. Statements will be available inthe boxes on the back
table in the Church vestibule. Please notify the office (via
email please) immediately if any changes to your contact
information need to be made regarding your name or
address. This is also an opportunity to notify the office with
any changes to phone number, cell number or email
address. Again, please make every effort to notify the office
of these changes through email. Our email address is

office@oratorysga.org. In advance thank you for your
generosity and attentiveness to these details.

+++++++H R
BLESSED ITEMS
If you wish to have items blessed, please drop them off at
the rectory (Mon-Fri, 9am-2pm) and include your name and
telephone number. Please make sure all items are clearly
marked. Once Msgr. Morris or Fr. Rennier have blessed the
items Donna Mueller, Administrative Assistant to the
Rector, will call you to let you know the items are ready for
pick up (from the rectory office, Mon-Fri, 9am-2pm). Please
drop off/pick up items at the front door on Dale Avenue,
across from the field parking lot.

+++++++H R
CRITICAL/EMERGENCY RESPONSE
The recent violence against Christians, and particularly the
Catholic Church, is a serious cause for concern. While
beingvigilant and aware of the various situations in whichwe
might find ourselves, we must guard ourselves against living
fearfully in the world. Assisting in finding this proper
balance, the Oratory of Ss. Gregory and Augustine has plans
in place in the event of a critical or emergency incident. In
consultation with the Rector of the Oratory, the Ushers of
the Oratory will be the men in charge of responding to any
emergency situation. Allthe faithful of the Oratory are asked
to follow their directives in the case of any critical incident
or emergency situation. A proper chain of command, led by
those with the necessary training, will assist the whole
community if a critical and/or life-threatening situation
should present itself. | am grateful to Dr. Robert Morgan and
Tim Turtine for their leadership and expertise along with
other members of the community and all of the ushers for
undertaking this necessary and serious responsibility. If
anyone is interested in serving in this capacity, please
contact Dr. Morgan at ostiarii@oratorysga.org to become an
usher which will facilitate your participation. Finally, if any
member of our community has concerns, please
communicate those directly to Rector.

+++++++H R
STREET PARKING
As our community continues to grow, parking on Sundays is
at a premium, especially at the 10:00 am Holy Mass. If you
are parking on the street, please do not block any
driveways. It was recently communicated that a driveway
was blocked and the person living there was unable to get
out. Fortunately, this neighbor was willing to wait until the
conclusion of Holy Mass. Sadly, not all of our neighbors are
happy about our presence or our growth and it is important
that we work with them even if they do not want to work with
us. Let’s not provide any opportunity to cause or create a
problem. Please be conscious of working to be good
neighbors and do not block drives or park in places that are
not available to us.

+++++++H R
ADULTS SEEKING THE SACRAMEN F INITIATION
We welcome those interested in becoming Catholic. To get
started in that process within the OSGA community, please
email one of our priests for an introductory meeting. Their
contacts are available in the bulletin. After this, candidates
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for Initiation at the Oratory will be directed to complete a
registration form with our Administrator.

Catechism classes are held in the St Joseph Room
(rectory basement) generally on a bi-monthly basis on the
2" and 4" Wednesdays from 5:45-6:45 pm.

The content surrounds a set of topics central to Catholic
teaching, as set forth by Msgr. Morris. Deacon Pieper
moderates most meetings through a question and answer
format and hopes to promote sincere dialogue with the
candidates regarding those topics and/or related
questions. The intent is to communicate Christ and His
Church. Sacraments are offered on an individual basis, on a
rolling schedule throughout the vyear, after mutual
discernment by the candidate, our deacon and priests.
+++++++H R
NEW PRO-LIFE COORDINATOR
The whole community would like to thank Rory (Aurora)
Miller for serving as the coordinator of Pro-Life activities for
the Oratory for the past several years. Rory has done a great
job leading the Oratory’s involvementin fostering the culture
of life. She has elected to step down from this position and
we are in need of a new volunteer coordinator.

The duties of the position in its current configuration
include:
* Attends diocesan pro-life meetings at Rigali Center.
* Coordinates 40 Days for Life twice each year.
* Goes to monthly meetings at the pro-life Advocacy
group.
e Gathers information about upcoming Pro-Life events
and submits this for posting and publication at the
Oratory of Ss. Gregory and Augustine.

The new coordinatoris encouraged to explore otheravenues
for the Oratory community to remain involved in and part of
the Pro-Life efforts of the Archdiocese of St. Louis.

If you are interested, please contact the rector, Msgr. Morris
(rector@oratorysga.org). In advance, thank you for your
consideration and generosity.

+++++++H R
RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
For those in our community who are new to the Traditional
Latin Mass, when you approach the altar rail for holy
communion itis the custom to begin filling in the altar rail at
the far right near St. Joseph’s altar and fill in the rail untilits
end at the Marian altar. This practice is not impacted by
which side of the Church you are seated. You are allowed,
and encouraged, to switch sides in order to keep the
communion line moving. Thisis particularlyimportantwhen
there are two sacred ministers distributing Holy
Communion. So too, do not overly delay approaching the
rail waiting for others to return to their pews. If everyone
moves with attention to what is happening, there should be
a flow of movement between those departing the altar rail
and those approaching the altar rail. Also, for daily Holy
Mass: please kneel at the rail only where the houseling cloth
has been prepared forcommunion. Please keep in mind that
we should not keep the Lord waiting but moving with grace
and deliberation to the altar rail to receive our Eucharistic
Lord.

BAPTISMS (October - December 2025)

(In alphabetical order)

Louis Anthony Ashlock (Sam & Sara)
Virginia Marie Evangeline Buyle (Kenneth & Julia)
Magdalena Luisa Chacon (Sergio & Jayne)
Henry David Consolino (Vince & Kelly)
Giuseppe Todd Gassiraro (Joseph & Bernadette)
Charles Ferdinand Kenney (Michael & Isabella)
Leah Midori Santschi (Logan & Brittany)
Clement Daniel Silver (Joseph & Audra)
Henry Alexander Louis Thompson (Wyatt & Shelby)
Zelie Marie Wohlstadter (Joe & Leah)
+++++++H R
NEW FAMILIES for DECEMBER (alphabetical order)
A warm welcome to our new parishioners!
e Adam Bishop
e The Greer/Scarfino Family ~ Patrick & Marietta,
Desirae, Briella, Salvatore, Remo, and Legacy
e DannyPham
e The Rolwes Family ~Adam & Gianna
e TheTsang Family ~ Henry & Mariana
+++++++H R
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
In your charity, please pray for the following members of the
Oratory who are ill: Mary Jane Bolte; Amanda Camarillo,
daughter of Gregory & Nancy Latham; Heath Cheaney, son
of Michael & Jaime; Jeanmarie DeCoster; Donna Hagan;
Dotty Kuhlmann, mother of Donna Mueller; Mary McMahan;
Kim Morgan; Donna Mueller; Michael Norfleet, son of
Marsha Norfleet; Elizabeth Ryan; Mary Joseph Schenk,
daughter of Nicholas & Elaine; Patrick Schneider; Sylvester
Soldinie; Caleb & Sheila Ten Eyck; Lara Trudell, daughter of
Sharon and Jim Alexander; Renee Weidner; and Msgr. Witt.
+++++++H
PRAYERS FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Robert Anthony, father of Jeanmarie DeCoster
Sheryl Ann Gibbs, wife of Jeff Gibbs
Shane Kiser, husband of Maggie Kiser
Mary Knollmeyer
Mark Schilling, father of Sheila Ten Eyck
+++++++H R
HERS’ SCHEDULE
Sunday, 18 January
6:30 am Bill Saccente*, Jim Alexander, Jeff Logullo (t)
8:00 am Terry Conway*, Sam Ashlock, Ken Catalano,
Greg Rheinheimer
10:00 am Robert Morgan*, Owen Bruns, Tom Gates,
Brandon Roberts
Sunday, 25 January
6:30 am Brayden Bauman*, Chris Bauman
8:00 am Sam Ashlock*, Greg Rheinheimer, Kip
Babington, Jeff Martin
10:00 am Owen Bruns*, Tom Gates, Brandon Roberts,
Mark Scheer
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+ Altar Server Schedule: January 2026 +

Date Time MC at High Mass / Thurifer Acolyte 1 Acolyte 2
Acolyte at Low Mass
18 January 2026 6:30 Michael Norfleet
8:00 Castor Armesto
10:00 | Joseph Noble Levi Garvey Elijah Garvey John Paul Sinak

25 January 2026 6:30 Jack Ryan
8:00 Michael Blum
10:00 | John Morgan Augustine Rennier Silas Buyle Dominic Green

B L E E D T
WELLSPRING OF TRADITION: TRIBUS MIRACULIS
The antiphon for the Magnificat sung at 2" Vespers of the Epiphany makes clear the triple nature of this great feast, second only to
Easterin importance in the liturgical calendar:

Tribus miraculis ornatum diem sanctum célimus: hédie stella magos duxit ad preesépium; hédie vinum
ex aqua factum est ad nuptias; hddie in lorddne a loanne Christus baptizéari véluit, ut salvaret nos,
alleluia. We venerate this holy day adorned with three wondrous events: today, a star led the Magi to the
manger; today, wine was made from water at the wedding feast; today, Christ willed to be baptized by
John in the Jordan to save us. Alleluia.

These events are the three great manifestations (epiphania in Greek) that show the world who our Lord really is: truly divine and truly
human. The royal son who comes to reign from the cross and bring real salvation to all creation. The recognition of the Magi make it
clear that He comes into the world for all, not just the Jewish people. The gifts they bring spell out who He is: gold as befits a king,
incense as befits a deity, and myrrh as befits one preparing for death. We celebrate these three epiphany events in three feast days:
Epiphany for the Magi, culminating in the Octave day on which we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, and the Sunday after the Baptism
when we celebrate the miracle of water into wine at the Wedding at Cana. The story is told in the gospel of the Mass today, and is
familiar to all Catholics. As is the case with all the Johannine gospel pericopies, the poetic language has more layers than can be
uncovered over a lifetime and offer stimulating graces to enrich our lives. One of these is recapped in the Communion antiphon:

Dicit Dominus: Implete hydrias aqua et ferte archilriclino. Cum gustasset architriclinus aquam vinum
factum, dicit sponso: Servasti vinum bonum usque adhuc. Hoc signum fecit Jesus primum coram
discipulis suis

The Lord says: Fill the vats with water and bring to the chief steward. When the chief steward had tasted
the water become wine, he says to the bridegroom: You have kept the good wine until now. This first sign
(semeion) Jesus did in the presence of his disciples.

The antiphon summarizes the Gospel story succinctly. Its famous melody is a model of realism in depicting the emotions of the scene
and displays very vivid contrasts. The first dicit, introducing the Saviour's words, is a very calm and moderate Mode 6 pattern. With
the second dicit, introducing those of the chief steward, everything changes. Already from the intonation we can gather that we have
here to do with something unusual. Then the melody soars with astonishment, the singer cries out: ‘Who can do such a thing?’ With
the threefold repetition of the same high torculus one seems to see the man shaking his head as if unable to comprehend. Then there
is a notable pause, after which the second phrase, relating in reverent astonishment this first of the seven great ‘signs’, follows
solemnly. The command beginning with implete recites on the tonic, but three times reaches down to the lower third, reflecting the
pouring of water down into the vats, while the command beginning with et ferte supports itself on the dominant a. The melody shows
a calm and quiet sense of authority. Thus in this first public miracle Christ revealed Himself as Lord and King of creation. An act of
the will, a word from His lips, and nature obeys—the water changes into wine. Today we also have been witnesses of a miracle of
change; but of one much more sublime then is here related. This was only a type of and preparation for the Eucharistic
transubstantiation. With today’s miracle the Saviour began His public Messianic activity. The consecration at the Last Supper is the
final miracle He wrought before His death, but it continues to the end of time. We are privileged to partake of that most excellent
wine, the very blood of Christ, and thus have received a share in the supreme Godhead, as the secret of the fifth Sunday of Easter so
beautifully puts it. Today He has prepared a marriage banquet for us. Until now, the last, the Messianic era, the Lord has reserved
this good rich wine. But its inebriating powers only reveal themselves in us in the measure with which we correspond to our duties
(implete hydrias) and give ourselves over wholly to Christ. This ‘good wine’ is to prepare us for the change of the earthly man into the
spiritual, for the eternal, blissful nuptials with the heavenly bridegroom, Christ.
B o o T R EaaeEEE e e e e e e e
Our Lady of Walsingham, intercede for us who have recourse to thee!
Ss. Gregory and Augustine, pray for us!
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